
 

May 2011: Construction this period has focused on four major components of the WWTF 
Improvements project: 
 

·  Continued construction of the new Operations, Control, and Laboratory Building. 
·  Installation of the new above-ground storage tank, stand-by generator, electrical 

transformer and electrical switchgear. 
·  Continued installation of the new permanent disinfection system. 
·  Miscellaneous site work on the #157 Water Street site. 

 
Operations, Control and Laboratory (OCL) Building Progress 
 
Work has continued on the construction of the new Operations, Control & Laboratory (OCL) 
Building.  The roof trusses were installed and the sheathing for the exterior walls and roof is in 
place.  Interior framing for the wall partitions and ceiling has also begun.  Work will continue 
inside and out on this new building over the next several months with installation of building 
systems and finishes.  Based on the Contractor’s current anticipated schedule, the OCL Building 
will be ready for occupancy this Fall.   

 

 
Standby Generator, Above-Ground Fuel Storage Tank & Electrical Switchgear Installation 
 

The contractor has completed the 
installation of both emergency standby and 
permanent power equipment adjacent to 
the new OCL Building. The new standby 
generator and above-ground fuel storage 
tank are capable of fully operating the 
WWTF in the event of a power outage 
whereas the new electrical transformer and 
switchgear will be required to power the 
WWTF in normal operation.  This 
equipment is clustered together for ease of 
operation & maintenance and is screened 
from public view visually along Water 

OCL Building Interior Framing Progress  
 

OCL Building Exterior Progress 
(view looking from Water St.) 

New Standby Generator, Above-ground Fuel 
Storage Tank and Electrical Switchgear 



 

Disinfection Building 
Sodium Bisulfite Room 

 

Site Grading & Curb Installation On-site 
(view looking from towards the new OCL Building) 

 

Disinfection Building 
Sodium Hypochlorite Room 

 

Street by the new OCL Building (as can be seen in the photo above).  As part of this work, the 
Contractor installed a series of underground conduits to bring utilities, including electric service, 
telephone, cable, and fire alarm to the site. 
 
Disinfection System Progress 
 
Work on the disinfection system has continued to the point where the new permanent liquid 
sodium hypochlorite system (for chlorination) and liquid sodium bisulfite (for dechlorination) 
have now been installed and are operational (in manual mode).  At the completion of the project, 
the disinfection system will be controlled by operation’s staff through the new SCADA system, a 
computer system designed to monitor and control all of the wastewater treatment processes. 
 

 

With the permanent disinfection system now on-line inside the Disinfection Building, the 
temporary disinfection system including the large storage tank located outside the building has 
been dismantled and removed from the site.  In addition, the last of the gas cylinders containing 
sodium dioxide have been permanently removed from the site. 
 
        
Site Work Progress 
 
The Contractor has completed excavation 
activities on the #157 Water Street site and 
has begun installation of curb and general 
site grading in preparation for a temporary 
layer of pavement.  While the perspective 
in this photo is one that the WWTF 
operations staff can appreciate most, site 
work will continue on the adjacent #115 
Water Street site, which more of the 
neighbors and public can appreciate. It 
should also be noted that the on-site 
monitoring of construction activities by 
UMASS Archeological services has been 
completed.  The staff is now preparing a 



 

report on their findings which will include recommendations for treatment such as an interpretive 
display for Coombs Wharf.  In addition, the city working together with the Newburyport 
Historical Commission recently shipped a 4-foot section of wood timber that is believed to be 
part of the original Coombs Wharf to the Jefferson Petterson Park & Museum in Maryland for 
conservation.  Several wood timbers were removed from the ground during the installation of 
underground utility conduits. 
 
O:\Newburyport MA\2100089 WWTF ConstructionServices\Project Web-site Information\May 2011 update\May 2011 Update text.doc 


